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Dear Donor,  
Dear Sponsor,  
Dear Member, 
Dear Volunteer, 
 
 
Another year has passed since our last report, and once again, your generous support through the WELED fund and 

all our different programs has made a profound impact. 
 
As you know, these programs provide support for the children sponsored by CAF.  
 
Over the past year, your contributions have enabled many sponsored children and young adults to progress with 

their education. 
 
Our partner NGOs, in coordination with CAF, adapt the allocation of resources to meet the emerging needs of 

children and young adults sponsored through CAF. 
 
We are deeply grateful for your continued commitment that is making a lasting difference in the lives of these 

young people. 
 
 
 

Lorella de la Cruz Iglesias, 
President of Children Are the Future 

 
 
 
 



 

CAF programs 

 
Child Sponsorship 
 

• Total Child Sponsorship (TCS is sponsoring 1-2-1); 
• Educational Child Sponsorship (ECS); 
• Additional Child Support (CS+); 
• High Education Sponsorship (HES); 
• Vocational Training Sponsorship (VTS).  

 
Family MicroBusiness (FMB) 
 
Think BIG (TBIG) 
  
WELLbeing & EDucation Fund (WELED) is financing the ECS, CS+, HES and VTS. 
 
 
 

Total Child Sponsorship (TCS is sponsoring 1-2-1) 
 
Children sponsored by CAF with our different local partners in India & Cambodia.  
 

  CET 
SMILE 
IRDRP 
LRDE  
 

17 
14 

5 
18 

 

Total in 2025  
 

54 



 

 
 
 

Family MicroBusiness (FMB) 
 

• CET  
Yogalakshmi à Xerox printer copy machine 800 € 

 
• SMILE  
Santhiya & Nithiya's mother à building petti shop 263 € 

 
• LRDE 
SUM family à Tuk-tuk business 2.727 €  

 
 
 
 
 

Think BIG (TBIG) 
 

• CET  
Support to CET Anbu Home à side work against humidity and reparation roof terrace 3.041 € 

 
• IRDRP 
Support from Anne Frank’s Foundation supporting IRDRP (our partner) à for teenagers’ stones quarries support program 2.120 €  
 
 

 
 
  



 

 
Volunteer activities 
 

• Funds opportunities searching by Virginie (active woman & mother involved through her children’s school or not activities); 
 

• Weekly English support session by Diana (Spanish young lady who started a few years ago even when she was student at the 
university) with the children of CET (Anbu Home) and Smile Trust (Happy Home) à amazing connection; 

 
• “5 NON BLONDES” (pop dance covers) and “AMPLICAN” (acoustic concert) both bands had played for free;  

 
• …  Who’s next ? Niece, nephew, teenager, student, young adult, neighbor, friend, relative… and/or yourself  J  

 
 
 
Fundraising activities 
 

• Thanks to Philippe as photographer à Calendar sales 1.095 €  
 

• Concert including market 3.295 € 
 
 
 
Donations  
 

• Condolences for the deceased were expressed through a donation to CAF instead of flowers…  3.835 €  
 

• All sorts of congratulations can also be shown through a gesture towards CAF… Birth, Bday, wedding… funeral. 
 
 
  



 

WELLbeing & EDucation Fund 

WELED 
 
Impact of CAF through the WELED. How has your support made a difference in 2025 ?  
 
 

Foreword 
 
 
Dears Donor, Sponsor, Member, Volunteer,  
 
Another year has passed since our last report, and once again, your generous support through the WELED fund 
has made a profound impact. 
 
As you know, this fund provides personalized support for the wellbeing and education of children sponsored by CAF. It also helps ensure 
that these children can continue their education through vocational training or university studies after finishing school. 
 
Over the past year, your contributions have enabled many sponsored children and young adults to progress with their education. 
 
Our partner NGOs, in coordination with CAF, adapt the allocation of resources to meet the emerging needs of children and young adults 
sponsored through CAF. 
 
We are deeply grateful for your continued commitment that is making a lasting difference in the lives of these young people. 
 
 

Lorella de la Cruz Iglesias, 
President of Children Are the Future 



WELED in value 

 

 
Based on our data, CAF has transferred in 2025: 
 

• almost 12.000 € for the High Education Studies (HES); 
 

• almost 4.500 € for the Educational Child Sponsorship (ECS); 
 

• more than 7.000 € for additional Child Support (CS+). 
 
 
These amounts to more than 20.000 € to support children and young adults in India (Tamil Nadu) and more than 3.500 € to support 
children and young adults in Cambodia (Phnom Penh).  
  
This money has supported around 20 beneficiaries on top of the ones receiving a standard sponsorship (TCS - Total Child Sponsorship) in 
2025. 
 
Some children benefit from both the standard sponsorship (TCS) and support by the WELED.  
 
With all our programs, CAF has supported a total of 73  children & young adults in India and Cambodia.              



WELED in value 
Transfers to local partners per year 
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Higher Education Studies 

• VTS 

Vocational Training Studies 
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Educational Child Sponsorship 

• CS+ 
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Covers other wellbeing & miscellaneous education-related expenses 



WELED in value 
Transfers to local partners per year 

 

Totals by country 
 

 
 

• India 
 

• Cambodia 
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Today & tomorrow… 

 

 

As mentioned earlier, your generous contributions make it possible to cover the future expenses of professional 
guidance and support for higher education and vocational training for the sponsored children. 

 

This support often serves as a catalyst for lasting change in the lives of these children, but it comes with higher costs 
that sponsors may not always be able or prepared to meet. 

 

That’s why making our WELED fund grow is so important. 

 

Securing additional sponsors for this fund has become a top priority, and we kindly ask for your continued support 
towards this goal. 

 

Please consider reaching out to your private network to see if anyone might be interested in contributing to this 
important cause. Do not hesitate to connect them with us at info@childrenarethefuture.eu 

 

On behalf of CAF volunteers, our local partners, and the sponsored children, THANK YOU AGAIN for your trust and 
unwavering support.  

 

For more information about the WELED fund, please visit our website: 
www.childrenarethefuture.eu/what-we-do/wellbeing-and-education-fund

mailto:info@childrenarethefuture.eu
http://www.childrenarethefuture.eu/what-we-do/wellbeing-and-education-fund/


 

Typical costs associated with HES in India (in Indian rupees): 
 
Chemistry M.Sc. – Education 828 EUR / accommodation 1,100 EUR / plus exam fees 46 EUR (all per 1 year). 
 
Private college fees – chemistry about 368 EUR/year. Accommodation + food about 920 EUR. 
 
Medical lab technician – college & hostel 3,683 EUR per year.  
For government college – free of charge (cost only food & accommodation) 
 
Professional Master of Social Work – 2,762 EUR /year. 
 
Engineering – 4,603 EUR/year (for all 4 years 18,415 EUR total). 
 
Medical private college per whole study more than a crore (92,000 EUR).  
 
 
 
WELED costs in Cambodia: 
 
English school: between 60 EUR and 230 EUR/per trimester (depending on level and school).  
 
Extra classes: 17 EUR/per month/per class.  
 
English teacher in LRDE: 130 EUR/per month (4 beginner students). 
     



 

 
 
Some stories behind WELED…



WELED 1 
 

 

I HAD A DREAM 
 

• Coming from a remote village without proper access to higher education with little or no further perspectives. 
 

• To be able to study I joined CAF-supported Happy Home for Children. 
 

• I was admitted to my dream school (St. Anne’s Higher Secondary School). 
 

• After the 12th standard, from 2020 to 2024, I followed with my college education at Vinayaka Mission College  
of Nursing at Pondicherry. It was a private college, and CAF was the only reason and funded my whole studies. 
 

• I got a work at Surendra Multi Specialty Hospital, as operation theatre assistance,  
where I received a salary of ₹ 8000 per month.  

 
 
 

… AND I HAVE A DREAM 
 
As a professional I want to grow my experience abroad – to work in Germany.  
 
I am currently studying German language and I strongly believe that hard work and 
determination will help me to progress further. 



WELED 2 
 

 

LONG WAY FROM CHILD LABOUR TO… 
 
 

• In disintegrated family mother took kids away and engaged in bricks manufacturing. 
 
• The girl was then placed with siblings in a hostel – sleeping together with goats and cows.  
Studies impossible in such conditions Grandmother helped to find Happy Home (Smile Trust) – supported 
by CAF. 
 
• “Happy Home is the biggest gift in my life. Bigger than anything I could have ever imagined. I received 
everything - love, care support, family members and help in every way”. 
 
• After the 12th standard Vincent-amma admitted me to VMCON college of nursing in Pondicherry. 

 
 

 … A MEDICAL PROFESSIONAL 
 

• After completing college, I went to my home to look for a job. I got a job in Chennai but I missed it. Then I 
searched for jobs in three hospitals. I got a job in third hospital, but I didn't join because of problems at home. 

• I HAVE A JOB NOW: I was very scared when I went to my job now because I had taken a one-year break.  
After some time, I became comfortable with my work. I worked in the intensive care unit (ICU) for the first 
four months, and then I worked in the Emergency Room (ER) for six months.  

Now I feel very happy. I have gained self-confidence, courage, and I feel very proud of myself.  

I am now able to manage everything on my own.  

 
• The first big gift of us coming to a Happy home. Vincent-Mary and the CAF members are the backbone of 

my life. 



WELED 3 
 

FROM LOOKING FOR HELP AND PROTECTION… 
 

• An orphan from the age of 12, together with her sister, placed in Government Orphanage – 
and then separated even from her own sister 
• After 12th standard with good marks – her mathematics teacher helped to support further education – B.Sc. 
Mathematics. Even then no relatives helped even with travel expenses, nor a space for studies.  
• During that difficult time, she approached the District Child Protection Unit (DCPU) office for support seeking 
support for the education and shelter. They referred her to Happy Home for Children (Smile Trust).  
 
• “At first, I did not believe that Happy Home would truly feel like a home. But when I reached there, I 
experienced love, care, and belonging. I gained many sisters and, most importantly, I found the greatest mother 
in my life (Vincent Mom)”.  

TO TURNING INTO PROFESSIONAL WHO OFFERS HELP 
AND PROTECTION TO OTHERS… 

• Through Vincent Mom, I came to know about CAF. With CAF’s support, I 
successfully completed my Master of Social Work (MSW) with specialization in 
Family and Child Welfare.  

 
• Today, because of that education and support, I am standing in a good 
professional position - a Block In charge (Counsellor Cum Case Worker) under the 
Tamil Nadu Rights Project for Differently Abled at Salem District.  
I am leading a team and handling responsibilities at the field level. Every struggle 
in my life shaped me into the person I am today.  
 
• Without CAF’s support, I would not be here. You did not just 
support my education — you rebuilt my life.  

.



WELED 4 
 

FROM SCAVENGER… 
• CAF met him with his mother and 2 younger siblings in a pagoda, where they lived with 
other families from the same village. They worked as scavengers and beggars in the street. He 
was 10 years old.  

• Thanks to CAF sponsors, he and his siblings could stop working and go 
everyday to Le Restaurant des Enfants (LRDE, local NGO and CAF’s partner) to 
eat, get a shower, and play. The family got food every month. 

• When his family moved back to their village with other families in the pagoda, he started 
going to school regularly. Thanks to WELED sponsors, LRDE hired a teacher to give everyday extra 
classes to him and other children, teach them hygiene, and also get a meal after class.  
 

… TO HAIRDRESSER 
 
 
 

• CAF and LRDE supported his family to move back to Phnom Penh so that he (and his 
siblings) could study in a better school and come to LRDE every day. WELED allowed to pay for 
the rental of the room were the family lived. He completed primary school.  
 
• Due to a problematic family member, they had to leave the room and go back to the village. 
Thanks to the support of 3 sponsors, he could stay and live in LRDE, and continue his studies. 
WELED paid an English course in the evenings.  

 
• Having a very difficult situation in his family, and being much older that the rest of his 
class, he decided to stop high studying and work. CAF and LRDE convinced him and supported 
him to pursue a training as hairdresser.  

 
• Now he is able to support himself with his earnings as hairdresser and helping in LRDE as 
driver and cook. His dream is to open his own hairdresser shop. 

 



WELED 5 
 

FROM « LE RESTAURANT DES ENFANTS »… 
• CAF met her and her two younger sisters in 2016, and decided to find sponsors for them. 
They were going to Le Restaurant des Enfants everyday to eat and play before or after school.  
Even if they both worked, their mother and father struggled to get enough money to pay the 
rent of the room where the family lived and the food, and to keep the girls at school. They 
received food from LRDE every month.  

• When their mother had to stop working to take care of a sick sister, two CAF sponsors  

supported the family by paying half of the rent of their room. 
• WELED and their sponsors supported the girls to go to an English school in the evening. 

… TO UNIVERSITY 
 

• Her sister and herself have completed high school. During high school, 
WELED paid for extra-classes to help them with the studies, especially to 
prepare the final exam.  

•  
• She is currently studying 2nd year of accounting with the support of her 

sponsor. Her sister has just started first year of Finance and Banking, with a 
scholarship from a government foundation.  

• She also works in the afternoon and evening in a shop to get some extra income 
for the family.  

•  
• The money collected in a fundraising event allowed CAF to pay a PassApp 

(modern tuk-tuk) for their father (Family Micro-business). With his work, 
the father can now cover the costs of the family, including the rental of 
the room. 



 

 

WELED 6 
FROM A GOOD STUDENT IN A POOR SINGLE-
PARENT FAMILY… 
• My parents divorced when I was two years old and my sister was just born. My family was 

poor and I was attending school when my teacher told me about LRDE. I started going 
there every day with my sister. My family got food every month. We were supported by an 
organization in Malta. 

• When our house burnt down and we had to move out, LRDE looked for me and supported 
me and my sister to go back to school. 

• When the Maltese NGO stopped sponsoring me, CAF found a sponsor for me. CAF also 
supported me with extra-classes during my last year of high school.  

 

… TO STUDYING TO BECOME A TEACHER 
 

• I completed high school and started studies at university to become a 
teacher in 2025. I was very stressed with studies and the situation of 
my family. CAF found 2 other sponsors for me so that I could dedicate 
more time to studying. 

 
• This year I feel better. I changed university and I am doing again my 

first year to become a teacher. At the same time, I have also started 
a degree on accounting with the support of a government 
foundation. And I continue to study English with the support of 
Rotary Club Australia.  

 
• I want to be a teacher in the future. This year was my happiest year 

ever. 
 
 


